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Translator shortage delays justice

A SHORTAGE of qualified
translators is wreaking havoc
with Viclona's court system,
forcing some victims of crime
1o wait for justice.

Court hearings are being
abandoned regularly, suspects
are being held in custody for
days awaiting interview, and
those accused are being denied
achance of bail.

] sources say there is a
significanl shortage of inter-
preters for many languages in-
cluding Vietnamese, Arabic
and Tamil

Last week a ptellmlr)ary
hearing for three men on seri-
ous charges was adjourned
afler a Tamil interpreter could
not be found.

‘While an interpreter was re-
quired for each of the men,
only one with the sufficient
qualification was available to
the court.

Magistrate Graeme Keil
said the court had recently
decided Lo enforce a policy that
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only level 3 qualified inlerpret-
ers would be sccepted at pre-
liminary hearings.

He questioned whether 2
lower-grade level 2 interpreter
booked for the day even
understood English before ad-
journing the hearing at “mass-
ive community expense™.

Lawyer George Balot said
the right 10 an interpreter was
fundamental, entrenched in
the human rights charter.

“Where an interpreter is not
available, the case can’t poss-
ibly proceed and it will inevi-
1ably be adjoumed,” he said.

“Adjournments due to lack
of interpreters are not only ex-
pensive, but are a serious inter-
ference with the proper
administration of justice be-
cause they waste the courts
time, finandal resources and
significant expenses.

“They also lead to substan-

tial delays for accused persons <

and witnesses before facing a
criminal trial and having swift
access 1o justice,” he said.

Mr Balot said the problem
was more prevalen! in ouler
Melbourne where police fre-
quently can’t access interpret-
ers during the critical stages of
the interrogation of suspects.

“1 have had the experience
of legally representing non-
English speaking suspects who
were nol afforded an in
terpreter for the purpose of a
police inlerview, despite a
genuine police effort to do so,
who ended up spending sev-
eral days in custody remanded
without interview until an in-
terpreter could be arranged
many days later. 1 am also
aware of cases where the delay
was several weeks,” he said.

“The problem stifles vital
m-Opmum from non English

suspects who are
genuinely willing to co-operate
with police.”
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Alanis cops
$7m theft

A BUSINESS manager whu
stole more than §7
from Alanis Morissette and
others is expected 1o face the
music and the singer at his sen-
tencing in federal court.
Jonathan Todd Schwartz
could spend more than five
years in prison for wire
fraud and tax charges related
to embezziement that he
blamed on his addiction to

said there was no evidence
Schwartz had a gambling prob
lem and that all his expressions
of remorse were insincere and
self-serving.

PANDA CON
ENDS IN JAIL

A MAN who falscly claimed
e came up with the
characler and story for the
2008 animated movie, Kung
Fu Panda, has been
sentenced Lo twe years in jail.
The Federal Court in
Baoston also erdered layme
Gerdon to pay more than
$3 million in restitution. He
was convicled of wire fraud
and perjury in November.
Gordon, 51, filed a lawsuil
in 2011 to gel & multi-million-
dollar settlement from
DreamWorks. Prosecutors
say Gordon fabricated and
backdated drawings of
characlers similar to those in
Kung Fu Panda.
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